
Is bigger better?  What motivates people to renovate their kitchens?  What wins in the 
countertop debate? What is the popular choice in appliances these days?   
 
Stay tuned...Houzz.com released a survey that answers these questions and more.   

First, who or what is Houzz.com?  Houzz.com is a  
website and online community encompassing all things 
home improvement.  It covers architecture, interior  
design, decorating and landscape design.  River Oak 
Cabinetry participates in Houzz.com—look for us while 
you are checking it all out! 
 
Recently published in K&B Design News, Houzz.com 
polled more than 7,500 consumers about current  
remodeling projects, plans and progress.  Is bigger  
better?, at 77% of those polled, not necessarily.  This ma-
jority says their remodel involves opening up space to 
other rooms but not adding actual square footage.  Addi-
tionally, in keeping with the open space design, 61% of 
respondents are incorporating an island into their design. 
 
Motivation to remodel comes in many forms.  The top four 
of this survey were:  
 
    1. 79% want to improve the aesthetic of their space 
    2. 59% desired improved function of their space 
    3. 52% were motivated by upgrading appliances  
    4. 48% needed more effective storage 
 
As a top remodeling feature, 94% of those polled are 
changing their countertops as part of their project.  If we 
were to track River Oak Cabinetry remodels, 100% of our 

kitchen remodels have involved new countertops as part of 
the project.  According to the Houzz.com survey, granite 
wins at 50%, quartz 36%, and butcher block or wood 12%.  
Other choices were indicated with reduced popularity:  
laminate, concrete, stainless and tile. 
 
And the winner is stainless appliances with a whopping 
65%.  Next in line is 16% integrated into cabinetry followed 
by white or colored finishes and lastly a combination of 
finishes.  Ok, stainless wins...but how do the actual  
appliances stack up?  Thirty two percent desire a chef 
stove, 18% want a double oven, 9% are liking induction 
cooktops and tying with 7%, are wine refrigerators and 
dishwasher drawers.  Lowest percentage noted was for 
convection ovens, warming drawers and pot fillers.   
 
Whether you are a design enthusiast, planning a project or 
just like looking at house pictures, Houzz.com is for you.  
It’s a great way to generate your own ideas or help nail 
down what you prefer for your project.   
 
Remember to check out River Oak Cabinetry & Design on 
Houzz.com, and Pinterest.com.  And please ‘like us’ on 
Facebook! 



WHOLE HOUSE REMODEL IN WAUCONDA 

Above is one of our most often shared pictures on Houzz.com 

Where’s the refrigerator? 
In the far left photo, the four 
stainless steel drawers are 
the refrigerator and freezer.  
The drawer style fit the  
client’s lifestyle and upheld 
the  design elements  
important to her. 

The focal point upon entering this remodeled home is the  
flagstone tile wall spanning the main living room through  
kitchen. Directly opposite the entry is hand scraped dark 
wood paneling installed on the wall.  Faux wood floor tile in a 
lighter, grey tone is installed throughout the home. 

Together with Piper House & Home, River Oak Cabinetry transformed a residence in Wauconda 
from top to bottom.  Not only was the exterior improved...the interior was upgraded with  
contemporary flair.  Take a look! All photos by She Sees Photography. 

Design elements that brought  
extraordinary style to this space are the 
unique lighting and multitude of textural 

components.  Combining stone, tile and hand 
scraped wood panels, along with strong wall-
paper prints, gave texture and visual  
excitement to a petite space overall.  Adding 
unique lighting is another way to provide  
artistic presence as each fixture stands alone 
in its design rather than a matching collection 
choice. 



Below left to right: 
Master bedroom with entry to bath, sitting room, office.  Wood look porcelain tile carries throughout entire home with the 
exception of master bath and guest bath. 

GUEST BATH 

Bold wallpaper creates an unforgettable design.  The shower/
tub combo with its simple glazed subway tile is adorned with  
a row of abalone shell accent tile.  Vanity is painted wood with 
Cambria Newquay countertop.  Fixtures and accents are  
finished in polished nickel. 

MASTER BATH 

Soft hues of pink and grey provide a  
relaxing backdrop to this master bath.   
 
The vanity is grey painted wood,  
furniture styled with polished nickel   sconces, 
hardware and faucet.  The walk in shower is 
finished in pink subway tile, penny tile floor and polished nickel fixtures.  This bath boasts four tiles that work in 
complete harmony with one another. 



 
 

 
 A kitchen or bath remodeling project isn’t just a job. It’s an emotional  

journey—one that should begin with partners you trust.  
 

With a work ethic based on respect and design expertise rooted in  
creativity, River Oak Cabinetry & Design offers the perfect balance  
of practicality and originality. 
 

It’s this real world understanding of how design relates to execution  
that inspires the entire River Oak Cabinetry & Design family. 
 

With 100% client satisfaction and an A-rating at Angie’s List,  
you can be confident that River Oak Cabinetry will treat you with  
the care and respect that you deserve. 
 

 

Call us today for your free  
design consultation. 

10047 S. BODE STREET, PLAINFIELD IL  60585    
PHONE 630.355.7900    
www.riveroakcabinetry.com 


