
C A B I N E T R Y  &  D E S I G N  

Do you have a peninsula?  Do you wish 
you had an island?  How about the other way 

around; have an island but think a peninsula would work 
better?  The latter is rarely the case.  People want is-
lands!  Is it the term? The word ‘island’ is positive for 
most...heck, even the passengers and crew of Gilligan’s 
Island lived healthy and happy lives on their not-so-
deserted island home. 
 

Most often we encounter homeowners with a peninsula 
who wish to incorporate an island into their space.  Why 
might they want the change?  Islands give a more open 
visual effect to a kitchen.  It seems airy and full of work-
space.  The entertainers amongst us like the gathering 
space or serving area.  Extra storage is a bonus as well.   
 

The standard guideline set forth by the NKBA (National 
Kitchen & Bath Association), is 42 inches of clearance 
around the island for a one person cooking area.  That 
clearance goes up to 48 inches for a multiple cook 
space.  This clearance allows for movement about the 
kitchen.  Additionally, when designing the space around 
the island, there is attention paid to what doors, when 
opened, may intersect with surrounding cabinetry; be it 
pull-out cabinets, drawers, dishwasher door, or even an 
oven.  In our experience, with careful planning, design-
ers in our industry are comfortable with reducing that 
clearance to 36 inches.  One way to gain space for an 
island, is using a counter depth refrigerator with side by 
side or French doors. Imagining the disaster of a poorly 
planned space illustrates very clearly, the reason for 

hiring a designer familiar with the many guidelines and 
forethought to create an inviting and functional space.    
 

So you have the space!  The clearance is good! Fan-
tastic; time to design your island with storage and seat-
ing and options for good stuff. 
 

Wait, you don’t have the space?  It’s ok. It really is.  
Let’s talk about the peninsula in the picture at the top of 
this page.   You can clear three of the four sides; 
there’s seating for three—quite comfortably—at the 
peninsula.  Opposite the seating side, you would see 
the large corner sink base, a trash pull out with a sizea-
ble garbage and recycling receptacle, topped with a 
wide drawer. The dishwasher is closest to the edge of 
the peninsula.  And per building code, the peninsula 
has an electrical outlet on the end cap.  An island would 
also be required to have one outlet. 
 

Workspace galore? Check.  Seating? Check.  Storage? 
Check.  Does it appear open and airy?  Check!   
 

When modernizing a kitchen with a peninsula, the addi-
tion of the overhang for seating is a design component 
that creates a new space.  The countertop is clearly 
larger, for serving, working or dining.  It changes the 
look of the space, and offers décor opportunity in the 
pendants suspended above, as well as the seating you 
choose.  You may not have space for an island, but 
now your peninsula has reached new potential and  
offers much of the benefits of an island. 
 



WHAT’S NEW 

Artistic Tile is a family owned, luxury tile trendsetter located in the Merchandise Mart in Chicago.  
They have other premiere locations throughout the country in major metropolitan areas.  Their 
tag line is “Bringing  Art To Life”.  We could not agree more!   Our first exposure to their art form 
was at the KBIS industry show in 2014.  Their newest line was featured in a kitchen display.  
Needless to say, it was love at first sight. 

 
By looking at the photo on the right, you begin to wonder if it is wall paper, glass 
overlaying another medium, is it painted?...it’s unclear.  But it’s gorgeous!  It is 
actually tile.  More specifically stone and glass tile.  It is part of the new collection 
by Artistic Tile named Vetromarmi.  Here is their description of this elegant new 
collection: 
 
 
 
 
 
There are other tile styles in this elegant collection at artistictile.com.  This particu-
lar example is Danse Lucido.  It is  “The airy feeling of silken drapery wafting in the 

breeze entering through the open doors of a Venetian Villa, …..Ribbons of Calacatta Gold 
marble flowing amidst a reflective glass background. Glossy Pearl cream glass background 
with polished Calacata Gold marble ribboning, milk white accented by soft grey and gold 

veining. “  How could we have possibly described this more beautifully?  What you 
cannot see in the photo is that each ribbon of marble is detailed at the edges with 
a recessed line following the design of the marble—giving a wonderful handmade 
artisan quality in a luxury mesh backed tile. 
 
Each interlocking sheet is sized 13-3/4" X 13-3/4" X 3/8" (1.32 SF), and retails for 
approximately $154/square foot.   

Rooted in antiquity, classic designs take on new life in the Vetromarmi collection, 
which mixes the elegance of natural stone with the depth of glass, water jet cut into 
intricate patterns. Subtle stone and glass combinations bring products of perma-
nence to your interior space in an eye catching, understated chic format. 

Danse Lucido/Vetromarmi Collection 
KBIS 2014/Patty Rosignal 



SHAKER STYLE WITH CONTEMPORARY FLAIR 

Crisp white painted maple cabinetry, under cabinet lighting, Blueflower granite, and  
contemporary pendants makes this kitchen a delight to come home to. 
 

On the left, the marble backsplash tile is visible behind the custom hood from counter-
top to ceiling.  The molding of the cabinetry and hood stand out beautifully with this  
design.  The glass accent tile is framed with marble. 
 

By relocating the window and sink locations as well as original range location, we were 
able to create a lovely focal point with the wooden hood as well as providing additional 
work space, serving space and counter dining.   
 

The corner Kohler cast iron sink was repositioned from its original layout.  The slide in 
range and custom hood are now where 
the sink resided originally.  The window 
was relocated.  By moving the cooking 
area, it freed up its original location on 
the shared wall with the dining room. 
 

The service area microwave is perfect 
for entertaining.  LED task lighting illu-
minates the serving space, while the 
cabinet is aglow for displaying some-
thing special. 

Custom wood hood with 
molding details create a 
focal point in this kitchen. 
Notice the tile goes to  
ceiling; a great look! 

The family room was 
also updated with built
-in fireplace surround 
cabinetry matching 
the kitchen design.  
Dark hardwood floors 
unite the entire first 
floor along with new 
white baseboards and 
white doors through-
out. 
 

  Welcome Home! 

Cabinetry is staggered to  
add interest to a standard  
rectangular kitchen layout.   
The detailed crown molding is 
added as a finishing touch of 
elegance.  



 
 

 
 A kitchen or bath remodeling project isn’t just a job. It’s an emotional  

journey—one that should begin with partners you trust.  
 

With a work ethic based on respect and design expertise rooted in  
creativity, River Oak Cabinetry & Design offers the perfect balance  
of practicality and originality. 
 

It’s this real world understanding of how design relates to execution  
that inspires the entire River Oak Cabinetry & Design family. 
 

With 100% client satisfaction and an A-rating at Angie’s List,  
you can be confident that River Oak Cabinetry will treat you with  
the care and respect that you deserve. 
 

 

Call us today for your free  
design consultation. 

10047 S. BODE STREET, PLAINFIELD IL  60585    
PHONE 630.355.7900    
www.riveroakcabinetry.com 


