CABINETRY & DESIGN
Is it okay to eliminate a bathtub or tub/shower combination in favor of larger shower stall?
The question of whether it’s okay to eliminate a tub/shower combination, or bathtub, in favor of a larger shower stall is a very common
question.
In the majority of households, the shower gets more use than the tub. Getting rid of tubs entirely and going for a more spacious stand up
shower stall has indeed become a trend. But the caution here is in regards to your return on investment (ROI). Your personal taste may be
well suited for a tub free bathroom, but consider the types of buyers who may be interested in your property when it comes time to sell. If
it’s likely to be a family, you may need to consider keeping a tub.
In researching within our own experience, home value experts and fellow professionals, we believe a sensible conclusion has been reached.
So long as you have one tub on the property, be it stand alone or a tub/shower combination, you can safely decide to eliminate additional
tubs.
Which is ‘better’, granite or quartz?
Granite and quartz are fantastic counter top products. Either choice is a good one! Below is a brief discussion of both products.
Granite is a completely natural product. It is quarried from the earth. Once mined, it is cut down to manageable sizes and polished to a
smooth finish. The value of a certain type of granite is the amount available (in the earth) and the ‘movement’ seen in the detail of the slab.
For instance, a granite that is more uniform in color without much variance in the pattern of stone, will be less expensive. Once your slabs
are identified, the fabricator will offer a choice of edge profile for you to choose. This too is a factor in the cost.
Granite is porous and needs to be sealed with a warrantied sealant to protect the surface from stains. Quality sealers last many years. The
sealant fills in the pores of the granite, thereby blocking oils or spills from causing stains. Granite is heat resistant but there are limits, so
putting a towel or hot pad down are always a good idea. Granite is really OLD! It’s said some of the newest granite mined from the earth is
750 million years old.
Quartz is not a completely natural product. It is made from ground quartz mixed with a polymer resin. Quartz is strong, and even considered stronger than granite. Quartz is NOT heat resistant. A hot pan or even extremely hot liquid can damage a quartz counter. It’s not the
quartz particles that aren't resistant to heat, it is the resin used to bind the quartz particles together. Quartz is not porous and because of
this, does not need to be sealed. You’ll notice its use in restaurants due the non-porous nature of the product which makes it ideal for food
service.
Manufacturers have become astute at creating a similarity to the movement of granite but there’s a long way to go to duplicate the natural
wonders of granite. Quartz can be a simpler design process for some as a color and pattern can be selected in a showroom with your other
design elements nearby. Granite, on the other hand, is viewed in large slabs so some people feel the selection process is more difficult.
Although samples are available, if the granite has a lot of pattern variation, it’s difficult to capture the variation in a small sample.
Which is better? They are both great products offering few differences. In the end we believe the best choice is the one you like better.

WHAT’S NEW: SELF CLEANING TOILET FROM AMERICAN STANDARD

American Standard has introduced a self cleaning toilet with dual setting—quick clean and deep clean. As pictured above,
the cleaning fluid cartridge fits into the top of the tank and is activated by your choice of cleaning level buttons. The self
cleaning is only that of the bowl itself. The toilet is being carried at Lowe’s for about $350.00.
The Quick Clean cycle is a one minute cycle best used for regular upkeep; the deep clean cycle completely and thoroughly
cleans the inside of the bowl in 10 minutes. The cartridge is reviewed as lasting 9 weeks; one Quick Clean and one Deep
Clean cycle per week. The cartridges run about $10 and can be purchased online or at Lowe’s.


Includes VorMax flush technology to help maintain a tidy bowl in between ActiClean cleanings; VorMax flush has proven
to clean 2 times better than conventional toilets



CleanCurve rim eliminates the rim area where dirt and buildup hide



The whole toilet surface is finished with an EverClean glaze which is super smooth and easier to keep clean, even after
years of use



High efficiency (4.8 Lpf/1.28 gpf) meets EPA WaterSense® criteria



Battery operated cleaning system: 4AA batteries (included) give you up to 1 year of battery life



Comfortable 16-1/2-in rim height for ADA accessible applications



Seat features no slip bumpers and a release button that allows you to remove for cleaning.

DECIDEDLY DELICIOUS:

MANDARIN POMEGRANATE SPINACH SALAD WITH POPPY SEED DRESSING

This salad serves 4 larger portions and is scrumptious! It’s light but packed with flavor. Adding grilled chicken, shrimp or
salmon would turn this into a main course salad quite easily. Spring has sprung—Enjoy!
5 oz baby spinach
3 mandarin oranges (10 oz), peeled and segmented
3/4 cup pomegranate arils (raspberries are a good substitute if necessary)
1 medium avocado, diced
1/4 cup sliced almonds, toasted
1/4 cup chopped walnuts
2 Tbsp white wine vinegar
1 1/2 Tbsp sugar
1/8 tsp salt
1/2 cup light mayonnaise (tested with Hellman's light)
1 1/2 Tbsp honey
1 Tbsp poppy seeds
1 Tbsp milk, if needed
Directions for the dressing
In a small mixing bowl whisk together vinegar, sugar and salt until sugar and salt have
dissolved. Add mayonnaise, honey and poppy seeds and whisk until combined. Mix in milk to
thin if desired. Store in refrigerator until ready to use.
For the salad:
In a salad bowl, layer spinach, mandarin oranges, pomegranate arils, avocado, almonds and
walnuts. Pour desired amount of dressing over top (or alternately just dress each serving).
Serve immediately.
Recipe source: Cooking Classy

SPRIGHTLY & STYLISH IN NAPERVILLE
The original space was re-imagined to provide an open, bright
and airy feeling. Incorporating the warmth of the wood floors
with warm yet light grey tones in the counters, much of the
warm and inviting color palette is represented in the decorative
tile beneath the custom hood.
Continuing the fresh look of the white custom cabinetry, the
backsplash field tile is a gloss white in the classic subway
pattern. The arabesque shape of the limestone and glass blend
tile attracts attention given it’s unique style.
The peninsula was eliminated in favor of a
multifunctional island. A spring green
paint was selected for the island, and a
grey glaze and distressing was added to
the finish. The island seats three comfortably and also boasts these other features:







Accessible cabinet storage beneath
the two-seater side of island
Book shelf
Microwave drawer
Garbage/recycling roll out
Drawer and cabinet storage
Large quartz top workspace

Another lovely feature worth mentioning is the
two glass door cabinets. The first, pictured to
the left, sits above a service area which is adjacent to the formal dining room. Glass being
reflective, bounces light around the room. By
having a lit, glass cabinet near the back hallway,
it illuminates the space with natural reflective
light, as well as electrical light. The location
near the dining room adds serving space, drink
storage or any number of possibilities
for needed counter space.

Conveniences include a very
organized utensil drawer and
a roll out cooking tool caddy
beside the slide in range.

The glass cabinet pictured below and to
the left, or at the top of the page, is a
tower cabinet which sits directly on the
counter. It’s stylish, it’s illuminated and
also helps to reflect natural light around
the room. It’s close proximity to the
dining area and island dining, creates
convenient and stylish place setting storage—
as though it is a modern day china buffet for
the kitchen.
Beautiful choices with beautiful results!
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A kitchen or bath remodeling project isn’t just a job. It’s an emotional
journey—one that should begin with partners you trust.
With a work ethic based on respect and design expertise rooted in
creativity, River Oak Cabinetry & Design offers the perfect balance
of practicality and originality.
It’s this real world understanding of how design relates to execution
that inspires the entire River Oak Cabinetry & Design family.
With 100% client satisfaction and an A-rating at Angie’s List,
you can be confident that River Oak Cabinetry will treat you with
the care and respect that you deserve.

Call us today for your free
design consultation.

