
Here we are saying goodbye to 2016 and asking: what have you got for us 2017?  What is 
NEW? What are the TRENDS?  What is going to become the NEW NORMAL?  2017  
answered.  And here’s what it said, through the product experts at Ferguson Bath, Kitchen 
& Lighting Gallery.  They are sharing three trends they expect to have a MAJOR MOMENT 
in 2017.  See, that’s new—used to be ‘15 minutes of fame’ but that’s so 2014.  ‘MAJOR  
MOMENT’ is very 2017.   

Compact Design Gives Rise to Expanded Flexibility 
 
Compact design coupled with high-powered performance ushers in a wave of products that delivers the most from a small space. As 
manufacturers design more appliances that offer luxurious functionality in a fraction of the space, we expect to see more designers, 
builders and remodelers developing creative ways to layer products where homeowners want to use them. For example, compact dish-
washers allow for installation in a media room in addition to the kitchen, while a ventless dryer can be placed anywhere in the home. 
Built-in coffee makers that don’t require a dedicated plumbing line can be installed just about anywhere including a guest room, home 
office, master closet or all three. 
 
Water Delivery Your Way 
 
With the ever-growing options for dedicated faucets and fixtures, the plumbing infrastructure of a home is the starting point of possi-
bilities. For the kitchen, pot fillers, bar faucets and filtered water dispensers all work in tandem to provide water delivery where home-
owners use them most. Master baths will continue expansion to include bidets with programmable settings and hands-free faucets and 
toilets that reduce the spread of germs. The showering experience will further integrate the use of multiple showerheads, body sprays 
and handshowers to deliver an immersive customized water experience that also uses technological advances to preserve overall water 
usage. Digital showering systems will rise in popularity with enhanced personalized water delivery experiences that incorporate light, 
music and steam. 
 
Farmhouse Modern 
 
As the popularity of farmhouse chic evolves, more neutral colors, living finishes and natural materials blended with modern technology 
and luxurious details will be on the rise. For lighting, anticipate the inventive use of reclaimed wood paired with innovative LED lamp-
ing, especially in outdoor applications. The farmhouse sink will continue to make a statement in the kitchen, yet with updated designs, 
dimensions and finishes in soft golds and matte blacks to pair with contemporary faucets.                From kbbonline.com 

C A B I N E T R Y  &  D E S I G N  



CREAMY TORTELLINI SOUP FOR CROCK POT 
 

24 oz jar spaghetti sauce 
1/2 lb ground beef (browned) 

1/2lb Italian sausage (browned) 
1/2 bag fresh spinach leaves 

4 C chicken stock/broth 
8 oz. cream cheese 

8 oz. fresh mushrooms 
16 oz. frozen cheese tortellini 

Parmesan cheese 
 

Combine spaghetti sauce, meat, spinach, cream cheese,  
chicken broth and mushrooms in slow cooker.  

Cook on low for 6 hours, on high  for 2-3 hours 
20 minutes before serving:  turn heat to high and stir in 

frozen tortellini.  Cover and cook for 15 minutes or until tender. 
 

Served topped with parmesan cheese. 

WHAT’S NEW:  Electronic Assist Waste Containers by REV-A-SHELF 

DECIDEDLY DELICIOUS DOUBLE FEATURE    

There have been products appearing that make an as-
sumption:  our hands are full!  The first one I can think 
of is a car company that you merely wave your foot un-
der the back bumper and the hatch opens.  Remarka-
ble!  Let’s hope your vision isn’t blocked or you may 
end up catching the hatch at about nose level. 
 
Rev-a-shelf, a residential cabinet storage and organiza-
tional products company, has also brought us a product 
that makes the assumption that our hands are full, and 
potentially full of goop we don’t wish to leave on a han-
dle or cabinet front.   This waste container roll out is 

equipped with a special BLUM Servo-Pro electronic opening feature that allows you to open a drawer/rollout with a touch or 
slight pull on the cabinet handle.  So goopy hands on the way to the garbage?  No problem.  Just tap the drawer front with a 
knee and it will open.   
 
This technology can be applied to any drawer or cabinet.  The MSRP on the above pictured waste container rollout with the 
electronic assist is $765.60.  

 

January has the distinction of being National Crock Pot Month.  So let’s embrace it!  The holidays are done...the days are 
getting longer a minute at a time and we still need warm comforts in the cold weather.  Enjoy two decidedly delicious crock 
pot recipes to try this winter. 

SLOW COOKER GARLIC PARMESAN  
CHICKEN  & POTATOES  
 

8  bone-in, skin-on chicken thighs 
1/2  teaspoon dried basil 
1/2  teaspoon dried oregano 
1/4  teaspoon dried rosemary 
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste 
2  tablespoons unsalted butter 
2  pounds baby red potatoes, quartered 
2 t ablespoons olive oil 
4  cloves garlic, minced 
1/2  teaspoon dried thyme 
1  cup freshly grated Parmesan 
2  tablespoons chopped fresh parsley leaves 
 

-Season chicken with basil, oregano, rosemary, salt and pepper, to 
taste. 
-Melt butter in a large skillet over medium high heat.  
-Add chicken, skin-side down, and sear both sides until golden 
brown, about 2-3 minutes per side; drain excess fat and set chicken 
aside. 
-Place potatoes into a 6-qt slow cooker. Stir in olive oil, garlic and 
thyme; season with salt and pepper, to taste.  
-Add chicken to the slow cooker in an even  layer. 
-Cover and cook on low heat for 7-8 hours or high for 3-4 hours, or 
until the chicken is completely cooked through, reaching an internal 
temperature of 165 degrees F. 

If you try the recipes and have  
comments, let me know—

laurie@riveroakcabinetry.com   
I post the recipes in our blog @ 

www.riveroakcabinetry.com 



EVER PLEASING IN PLAINFIELD 

The homeowners are empty nesters, with the exception of two cats. They often entertain family and friends and  
decided to do what a few other of our customers have done – repurpose their living room to a new expanded dining 
space and combine the old dining room and kitchen into one fantastic cooking and gathering place.  We utilized our 
Amish custom line of cabinetry to create the gorgeous look.  Upper cabinets only exist on one wall so it was  
important to utilize all space for storage.  The absence of upper cabinets on the wall with the elegant stainless hood, 
creates a very open and airy sight line which is additionally enhanced by the natural light coming in the south facing 
windows.  

The rich maple stain on maple Amish 
custom cabinetry IS the focal point of 
this kitchen.   

 

The stainless 48” range is topped with a classic stainless hood.  The backsplash is 
finished in natural stone with a mosaic accent piece behind the cooktop. 
 

This entire project, and many others, can be seen on our website at www.riveroakcabinetry.com/gallery 

Storage is abundant in this  
kitchen.  From left to right: 
A large floor to ceiling double pantry 
complete with roll out shelves is 
more than ample. The storage in the 
island  consists of drawer and cabi-
net storage with roll out shelves on 
one side and seating on the oppo-
site side.  A 16” wide roll out pantry 
storage sits next to the range. And 
last is the vertical storage above the 
refrigerator .  And we don’t even 
have the large lazy susan pictured!  
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A secondary sink on the  

island is a luxury for  

entertaining. Both kitchen 

sinks are Blanco Silgranit, a 

granite composite material. 

The sink color, Biscuit, is a 

perfect complement to the 

Typhoon Bordeaux granite 

counters and the oil rubbed 

bronze fixtures and hardware. 



 
 

 
 A kitchen or bath remodeling project isn’t just a job. It’s an emotional  

journey—one that should begin with partners you trust.  
 

With a work ethic based on respect and design expertise rooted in  
creativity, River Oak Cabinetry & Design offers the perfect balance  
of practicality and originality. 
 

It’s this real world understanding of how design relates to execution  
that inspires the entire River Oak Cabinetry & Design family. 
 

With 100% client satisfaction and an A-rating at Angie’s List,  
you can be confident that River Oak Cabinetry will treat you with  
the care and respect that you deserve. 
 

 

Call us today for your free  
design consultation. 

10047 S. BODE STREET, PLAINFIELD IL  60585    
PHONE 630.355.7900    
www.riveroakcabinetry.com 


